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Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Leonard  Wells  Volk 

The  Douglas  mask 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


!R,a,l;pli  Geoffrey  RTe-vtrxxisixi,  Inc. 


175  East  Delaware  Place  *    Chicago,  Illinois  60811  *  (312)787-1860 


4  January  1982 


Dear  Mark, 


Several  years  ago,  a  fine  sculptor,  Vottore 
Bocchetta,  now  living  in  Chicago,  made  bronze  castings  of 
the  Volk  life  masks  of  Lincoln  and  Douglas  and  the  life 
mask  of  Lincoln  by  Clark  Mills.  He  created  three  (3)  copies 
of  each.  (These  were  sold  bronze,  not  imitation) . 

I,  of  course,  have  the  various  accounts  of  the  Volk  Lincoln 
and  the  Clark  Mills  mask  but  can  find  nothing  on  the  Volk 
Douglas.  Bocchetta  gave  the  Chicago  Historical  Society  one 
of  the  three  bronze  castings  of  the  Douglas  in  return  for 
the  privilege  of  using  the  institution's  copy  for  his  work. 

I  intend  to  keep  one  and  will  offer  the  third  for  sale.  But  I 
am  trying  to  find  some  data  on  the  Douglas  and  so  far  have  been 
unsuccessful.   Do  your  files  reveal  anything?  Also,  do  you  have 
the  Volk  Douglas  in  plaster? 

I  sold  one  each  of  the  Volk  Lincoln  and  Mills  Lincoln  in  bronze 
and  will  will  sell  off  one  more  of  each,  retaining  a  copy  of 
each  work  for  myself. 

That  was  a  superb  and  well-deserved  review  of  The  Abraham 
Lincoln  Encyclopaedia  in  the  Sunday  Chicago  Tribune. 

Hope  you  and  Sylvia  enjoy  a  wonderful  1982. 


Sincerely, 


Dr.  Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr.  . 

Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum 
Fort   ..Wayne,   Indiana   4  6  801 


:R,stl;p:h.  Geof  f  rey  2STe"w:m.a,n 


176  East  Delaware  Place  *  Chicago,  Illinois  ©OQ11  *  (318)787-1880 


8  January  198  2 


Dear  Jim, 

In  the  Alfred  Stern  catalogue  issued  by  the 
Library  of  Congress,  page  467;  item  number  5151;  there 
is  a  listing  of  the  Volk  mask  of  Douglas  which  I  sold 
to  Mr.  Stern.  It  is  identical  with  that  in  the  Chicago 
Historical  Society  and  is  identified  as  made  in  1857. 
The  Stern  copy  was  Volk's  own  and  I  bought  it  together 
with  his  modeling  tools. 

That's  all  I  can  find,  but  I'll  keep  hunting. 

The  Library  of  Congress  has  neither  Monaghan  Number  10  0 
or  101.  LC  only  has  M.  102.  I  just  picked  up  a  copy  the 
other  day  and  am  sending  you  a  photocopy  of  page  one.  I 
know,  at  least  according  to  Monghan,  that  you  have  it. 


Bibliographica 


Mr.  James  T.  Hickey 

Illinois  State  Historical  Library 

Old  State  Capitol 

Springfield,  Illinois  62706 


cc:  Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr. 
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January  12,  1932 


Mr.  Ralph  G.  Newman 
Ralph  Geoffrey  Newman,  Inc. 
175  East  Delaware  Place 
Chicago,  Illinois  6o6ll 

Dear  Ralph: 

I  could  find  little  about  the  Douglas  mask 
except  the  old  correspondence  of  Warren  with  Volk's 
heirs .  We  do  not  have  the  Volk  mask  in  any  medium 
and  would  very  much  like  to  obtain  one. 

The  Encyclopedia  is  apparently  near  a  second 
printing.  McGraw-Hill  is  very  tight-lipped,  but 
they  did  tell  me  to  send  in  my  sheets  for  correcting 
the  typos  in  the  first  printing. 

I  have  been  reading  LaWanda  Cox's  Lincoln  and 
Black  Freedom,  which  I  like  so  far,  and  will  soon 
tackle  McFeely's  Grant. 

Be3t  regards, 


Mark  E.  Heely,  Jr. 
MEH/Jaf  -  .         n-Si    I 
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IT'S  East  Delav/are  Place 


Otiioo-go.  Illinois   60611 


19     January       1982 


Dear  Dr.  Neely: 

Ralph  thought  you  might  like  to  have  the  enclosed, 
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Ftnlpli  Geoffrey   Newman 
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LEONARD    WELLS    VOLK'S    LIFE    MASK  ••OF    STEPHEN    A,     DOUGLAS 


Volk,  Leonard  Wells 


(1828t1895) 
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Life  Mask  of  Stephen  Arnold  Douglas 

Chicago,  Illinois:    1857 


Bronze  bust  made  from  the  original  plaster  bust  by  Vittore 
Bocchetta  in  1978.  One  of  three  (3)  copies.  Mounted  on  a 
marble    base. 


VITTORE    BOCCHETTA;    AUTHOR,     SCHOLAR,     ARTIST,     SCULPTOR 


Born,    Sassari ,    Italy,  1918 

Student ,    Ginnasio-Liceo ,     Italy     (junior    college)     1929-19  38 
Graduate ,     University  .of    Florence ,     Italy,  1944 

Ph.    D.,     University    of    Chicago  1967 

Instructor ,    Ginnasio ,     Verona,     Italy,  1940-19  44 

Instructor ,    Liceo    Avila,    Caracas ,    Venezuela ,  1956 

Instructor ,    Saint    Xavier    College ,    Chicago ,  1960-1961 

Lecturer ,     University    of    Chicago ,  1963 

Instructor ,     University    of    Indiana ,     Gary,  1965 

Instructor     (television) ,     WTTW-TV ,    Chicago  1966 

Assistant    Professor ,     University    of    Chicago ,  1968-1972 

Visiting    Professor ,    Roosevelt    University ,  197 8-1979 

Author    of    numerous    books,    periodical    and    newspaper 

articles :     dictionaries ,    literary    criticism ,    art    criti- 
cism,   politics 
Creator    of    many    works    of    sculpture    which    were    exhibited 
in    eight    one-man    shows    in    Detroit ,    New    York    and    Chicago 

1969-1973 
His    work,     "Mother    Earth,"    is    in    the    Chicago    Public 

Library    Cultural    Center 
Active    in    the    anti-Fascist    movement    in    Italy    and    spent 
part    of    World    War    II    in    the    Flossenburg    and    Hersbruck , 
Germany    concentration    camps. 
Moved    to    Argentina    and    worked    as    a       journalist,  1948 

Became    involved    in    ceramics    and    sculpture    in    Buenos 

Aires;    work    exhibited    at    the    Art    Academy ,    Quilmes ,    1952 
Moved    to    the    United    States    and    settled    in    Chicago ,  1959 

He    has    worked    in    the    lost    wax    method    for    casting    bronze 
and    all    media.    Built    his    own    factory    to    control    the    en- 
tire   development    of    his    sculptures    and    uses    an    elec-^ 
tronic    furnace    with    an    innovative    casting    technique    to 
execute    his    own    castings . 
Made    bronze    castings    of    Leonard    Wells    Volk's    life    masks 

of    Stephen    Arnold    Douglas    and    Abraham    Lincoln ,  1978 

Made    bronze    castings    of    Clark    Mills    life    mask    of    Abraham 
Lincoln,  1978 
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